The Bible

The B.i.b.l.e. yes that’s the book for me.

The Bible, what is it?  It is the bestseller of all time and has been translated into more languages than any other book in history.  The word “bible” means book.  But is it just another book?  Some people have a tendency to place their bible next to the greats like Romeo and Juliet or Pride and Prejudice.  It may be dusty and never read but most people will consider it one of the “greats”.

Others will laugh at anyone who would take it seriously enough to spend time reading it.  

The reality is, with an attitude like the ones I described, only show an ignorance and prove that they have never really studied what the Bible is all about.  Because the truth is, the Bible is unique. It is different from any other book.  The Bible stands alone.

The Bible is Unique in its continuity

· Written over a 1,500 year span

· Written by more than 40 authors from every walk of life

· Kings

· Military leaders

· Peasants

· Philosophers

· Fishermen

· Tax collectors

· Poets

· Musicians

· Statesmen

· Scholars

· Shepherds

· Written in different places

· By Moses in the wilderness

· Jeremiah in a dungeon

· Daniel on a hillside and a palace

· Paul inside prison walls

· Luke while traveling

· John while in exile on the isle of Patmos

· Written at different times

· David in times of war and sacrifice

· Solomon in times of peace and prosperity

· Written during different moods

· Some from the heights of joy

· Others from the depths of sorrow and despair

· Some during times of certainty and conviction

· Others during days of confusion and doubt

· Written on 3 continents

· Asia

· Africa

· Europe

· Written in 3 languages

· Hebrew

· Aramaic

· Greek

· Written in a wide variety of literary styles

· Poetry

· Historical narrative

· Song

· Romance

· Personal correspondence

· Memoirs

· Satire

· Biography

· Autobiography

· Law

· Prophecy

· Parable

· Allegory

· Addresses hundreds of controversial subjects

· Marriage

· Divorce and remarriage

· Homosexuality

· Adultery

· Obedience to authority

· Truth-telling and lying

· Character development

· Parenting

· Nature and revelation of God

· YET THROUGH ALL OF THEM THERE IS AN AMAZING DEGREE OF HARMONY

· Through all the diversity, there is one story….God’s redemption of human beings

· Finally, and most important, among all the people described in the bible the leading character throughout the entire book is Jesus Christ.

· Old Testament

· The law is the foundation for Christ

· The historical books show the preparation for Christ

· The poetical books show an aspiration to be like Christ

· And the prophecies show an expectation of Christ.

· In the New Testament

· The Gospels record the historical manifestation of Christ

· The Acts show the spread of the news Christ

· The Epistles give the interpretation of Christ

· Revelation shows the consummation of all things Christ.

· From cover to cover, the bible is Christ-centric.  

So, even though the bible has many books and many authors, the story is one story. One book.  

It is unique in its translation

· Translated to more than 2,200 languages.  Most books are not even translated into other languages.  And if they are, it is only one or two.

So as we look at the bible, there are some tests we have to run it through.  Any time you examine any book in history, doesn’t have to be the bible, to find out if it is historically accurate, authentic and if there is any integrity to it, you apply a historiography. A historiography consists of 3 tests.  Bibliographical test, internal evidence test, external evidence test.  We are going to focus mainly on the first test, the bibliographical test.  A bibliographical test will ask two questions of the manuscripts of any work.  So what is a manuscript?  A manuscript, by definition is a hand-written copy.  Why ask these questions of a manuscript?  Because there are two major questions that come up.  
1) Is what we have today (the bible and I am just going to talk about the New Testament today) what was written down 2000 years ago?  Or has it been changed?  Which a lot of people believe.  “oh it’s been changed, what people didn’t like they took out and what they did like they put in…so it’s changed down through the years.  

So the first question…is what we have today, what was written down?

Second question…is what was written down true?  Because if what was written down not true, then who cares if what we have today was written down.

So the first question…in the bibliographical test is

What is the timeline between the original manuscript and the closest copy?

The rule of thumb is this…the closer the copy to the original, usually the greater the accuracy.  But that question has a problem behind it…literature of antiquity (ancient times) was written on material that would perish.  Much of what was written in the new testament (like most other writings) was written on Papyrus.  It actually was a very strong paper.  But no matter what they did, the material would not last.  It would start to rot away.  To show you how fragile it is, there was an archeologist that found a portion of the gospels inside of a cave and it was written on papyrus.  But his mistake was when he took it out of the cave and held it up to look at it, it disintegrated.   That is why they dead sea scrolls are kept behind tinted glass, at a certain temperature and moisture level.  So the reason you don’t have originals is all the material would rot away.  So that is why you have the bibliographical test and the more you compare the scripture with other works of antiquity, the greater appreciation you’ll have for the scriptures.

For example

Homer, from the time he wrote “the Iliad” to the closest manuscript – 400 years 

With Pliny Secundus, from the time he wrote to the closest manuscript, everything else rotted away and lost…750 years

Caesar wrote the Gallic Wars in the 1st century, from the time he wrote to the first manuscript copy, 1000 years

Plato, from the time he wrote to the closest manuscript, 1,300 years

Aristotle, 1,400 years

But the new testament, we now go back and it is about 50-75 years.  And some new technology and discoveries take it back to within 20-35 years. 

Just time wise, there is more evidence for the new testament than any 10 pieces of classical literature combined.  

So the first question is timeline, and we’ve answered that.


The second question is critical and that is, how many manuscripts do you have?

The greater number of copies that you have, the easier it is to reconstruct the original and check out any errors or discrepancies.  

Now again, comparing with secular writings…

Caesar and the Gallic Wars, there are 10 manuscripts and nobody in any university questions that Caesar fought in the Gallic Wars for a long time and he was the only one that survived and ever wrote about it.  1000 years, the closest writing to when he died, and there is only 10 manuscripts.

Plato, 7 manuscripts

Thucydides, many consider him to be the most accurate writer of antiquity and there are only 7 manuscripts and those are 1,300 years after he died.

Aristotle, 49 manuscripts.  

With the new testament, just the new testament…24,633 manuscripts

So check it out…these 24,633 manuscripts are so unique…

Does anyone know what the #2 book in manuscript authority in all of history?  The New Testament is number 1.  What is number 2?  The Iliad by Homer.  643 manuscripts.  That is number two in all of history. 

Now just number wise, there is more evidence for the New Testament than any 10 pieces of literature of antiquity put together.  

So time wise and number wise, the bible stands alone.  Now that hasn’t proved that it is true, but it does show that what we have today, is what was written down.  

Was what was written down true?  

Did Jesus do that?  Did He say that?  Is this a true rendering of what Christ said and what He did?

There are a couple different things I want to talk about with this….

The first is that the writers of the New Testament wrote as eye witnesses or recorded eye witness accounts.  

For example 1John 1 says 

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life— 2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us— 3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you.

2Peter 1:16 says 16We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.

So the writers where there when it happened.  Which brings me to my next point…

Not only were the disciples there when it happened…there were many other people who were there when Jesus was around.  Many people who had a real problem with Jesus.  And yet, they proclaimed the things that even the hostile witnesses saw.  If they were to make up anything, there ministry would have been destroyed.  

In Acts chapter 2, Peter gets up to talk to an angry group of Jews who would have loved to disprove what he was preaching.  And yet it says in vs 22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves know.”

Does it end with them throwing their fists in the air and shouting “lies!” no it says that 3000 people became believers that day.

So they not only had to be accurate among the other disciples, but the fact that there were so many hostile eyewitnesses too.  If they had preached something else they would have been exposed as frauds.  

And not to mention that when Jesus came back 1st Corinthians tells us that He appeared to more than 500 people.  And it says that many of them are still alive.  So if you don’t believe me, Paul says, go ask them yourself.

Now there is a pretty big issue that comes up with the apostles, that I believe goes towards proving that what was written down was true about what Jesus said and what Jesus did.  

Here you have the apostles. The closest of followers to Christ.  11 of the 12 died martyrs deaths.  Some of the most hanus deaths in history.  John died in exile on Patmos.   But what did they die for?  If you read the book of acts and go back to the early church and the early church fathers and you see they died for 1 thing…an empty tomb and the appearance of a man named Jesus of Nazareth. 

Here are men that were tortured and persecuted and never once denied that Jesus Christ was crucified and rose from the dead and they spent time with him after his death.

So the first thing you could say is this…”a lot of people died for a lie.” And that is true.  A lot of people have died for a lie.  You could go back through history and see that people have died for a lie, that they later found out was a lie.  So what is the big deal?  Here is the issue with the apostles…yeah a lot of people have died for a lie, but they thought it was the truth.  Now here is the catch

If the resurrection did not take place, and that for 40 days (the book of Acts tells us) these men did not eat with Christ, and spend time with Christ…then they had to know it was a lie.  So here is the catch, yes a lot of people have died for a lie but they thought it was the truth. If the apostles died for a lie and went through all the torture they went through, they had to know it was a lie.  They went through the test of death to determine their sincerity.  See people will die for what they think is the truth…but no one dies for what they know is a lie.  

For me, I am not only convinced that what we have here is what was written down 2000 years ago, but that what was written down was true.  This is what Jesus said and what Jesus did.  And I would stake the lives of the apostles on that.  They went through the test of death to determine their veracity.  So I can hold this book in my hands and I am convinced that I can trust it.  Every single part of it.  It is God’s Word and it is a rendering of God’s heart and mind.  It is truth and I can trust it.

