______________CCG Core Groups
Leaders Guide


What is Faith?
Lesson Objectives
Understanding 

(knowledge, facts, or insights your students ought to learn)
To know that faith is more than intellectual acknowledgement.  Faith is really more about trust.  It is believing and trusting in the character and actions and words of Jesus Christ.
Reflection 

(personal truths your students ought to think about on their own)
Honest consideration of their own faith.  What does it mean to them?  What about Jesus proves to them that they can trust Him? How should it affect their lives?
Impact 

(life change: actions your students ought to adopt in obedience to God’s Word)
Realize that true faith.  Active faith should produce results in our lives.  Find ways this week to practice your faith.
Lesson Overview
Faith is so essential to our relationship with our Creator and I think it is important that, as we start our series on the FUNDAMENTALS that we look at what faith is.  Because if we are going to look at what we believe and why we believe it, we have to look at what that even means.

When we talk about having faith what we are really talking about is having trust.  Trusting Jesus is who He says He is and can do what He says He can do because He has proven Himself by His character and His actions.  

Having faith is so much more than just believing that God exists. It isn’t just an intellectual acknowledgement, it is an awareness of the truth of something and a willingness to act because you have been so convinced of the truth of this thing you believe in.

Discussion Questions
• How would you define faith?

Scripture to read

Have a student read or several students (popcorn style)
Hebrews 10:19-25

· Verse 22 says “let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith…” What does that mean?

· Verse 23 – What is “the confession of our hope? “  Reword that verse in your own words.

· What are some ways that can help us to have “the assurance of our faith” and to “hold fast” to that hope? (HINT verses 24-25)

Hebrews 10:35-38

· Have you ever had a time where it was difficult to believe or to trust God?  When? 

· Did you trust Him anyway? 
· What was the result? 
· Was your faith strengthened or weakened? 
· Why do you think that happened?
Teaching Point

The writer of Hebrews encourages his readers not to abandon their faith in times of persecution, but to show, through their endurance, that their faith is real.  Faith means resting in what Christ has done for us in the past, but it also means trusting Him for what He will do for us in the present and in the future.

LEADER READ Hebrews 11 (it is a long chapter but so many heroes of faith should be overwhelming)
· After reading this passage, what do all of these people have in common? (they all trusted God)
· This chapter gives us example after example of people that showed great faith.  In your own words, what does great faith look like?

· Just as this chapter gave us examples, is there anyone in your life that you see has great faith and you even look to as an example?  

· What makes their faith different than yours?

Teaching Point

These verses summarize the lives of great men and women of faith.  Some experienced outstanding victories, but others were severely mistreated, tortured and even killed.  Having a steadfast faith in God does not guarantee a happy, carefree life. (Actually having faith in something that the world disagrees with almost guarantees some form of abuse).  But the truth is that once we go through those trials, those persecutions, those times where we seem so completely outnumbered, God reveals Himself in mighty ways and our faith is strengthened.  Because now we have more evidence of who God is and how much He loves us.

Galatians 2:20

· What does it mean to live by faith? 

· Should that have an impact on what our lives look like?

James 2:14-26
· So is this saying that we are saved by works? What is it saying?

Teaching Point

Obviously the bible does not contradict itself.  We are saved by grace through faith, not of works.  But true faith always results in a changed life and good works.  We are not justified by what we do in any way (otherwise there would be no point in Jesus).  Faith brings us salvation and active obedience demonstrates that our faith is genuine.

Encouraging Your Small Group To Take the Next Step
·  What are some things you can do to help you grow in faith?
Sharing and Prayer (sharing and prayer and holding one another accountable)






