______________CCG Core Groups
Leaders Guide


Who Was Jesus?

Opening Statement:

It is important that we look at what Jesus said about Himself.  We are going to look at 8 different claims.  Please use the handout so you can write down the different claims and take a look at Jesus as a whole. 
Claim # 1 – Jesus Claimed to be the fulfillment of Old Testament Prophecy
Matthew 5:17

Luke 4:16-22, 28-30
· Why do you think they were so angry at Jesus for claiming to be the fulfillment of prophecy?
· Who were they expecting?
Claim #2 – Jesus Claimed to be the Son of Man

Matthew 8:20

Matthew 26:64

Mark 8:31

Luke 21:27

Teaching Point

· That term, “Son of Man” is Jesus’ most common title for Himself.  It actually comes from Daniel 7:13
we see that the Son of Man is a heavenly figure who, in the end times, has authority and power. The name refers to Jesus as Messiah, the representative man, the human agent of God who is vindicated by God.
Claim #3 – Jesus Claimed to be the Son of God

Matthew 16:15-17

Mark 14:60-62

· Put yourself in that room. Would you be able to believe the claim that this homeless man was the Son of God?  Why or why not?
Claim #4 – Jesus claimed to be the Messiah/Christ
John 4:25-26

Mark 8:27-30

· Why do you think Jesus warned his disciples not to tell anyone the truth about him?  Wouldn’t it have been easier if they just started shouting it from the rooftops?
Luke 4:41

Teaching Point

· It does seem weird that Jesus had opportunities for people to reveal who He really was?  Why not jump at that chance?  The truth is, Jesus was going to reveal his true identity according to God’s timing.  The demons called Jesus the Son of God or the Holy One of God (4:34) because they knew He was the Christ.  But Jesus was going to show himself to be the suffering servant before He became the great King.  To reveal His identity as King too soon would stir up the crowds with the wrong expectations of what He had come to do.

Claim #5 – Jesus claimed to be God

John 10:30-33

John 8:58-59

· Where does the term “I AM” come from?  (Exodus 3:14) Explain the story…Who was Moses talking to?  Why was this offensive to the Jews around Jesus when He said this?  Who was He claiming to be?
Teaching Point

· The belief that Jesus is God is not something Christians made up, but something they believe because Jesus Himself taught it.  

Claim #6 – Jesus claimed be Lord

Mark 5:19

· This man was demon-possessed but became a living example of Jesus’ power.  He wanted to go with Jesus, but Jesus told him to go home and share his story with his friends. Are you, like this man, enthusiastic about sharing the Good News of what Jesus has done in your life?  What holds you back?
Claim #7 – Jesus claimed to be the only way to Heaven

John 14:6

· This is probably one of the most controversial statements today.  Why do you think that is? 
· Can there be many other ways to Heaven?  Why or why not?
There has to be a standard.  Punishment=Cost.  If everyone can choose how they want to get to heaven, then it is kind of like ordering a burger at a fast food joint.  I may decide that believing I can fly will get me to Heaven.  Eventually it has to come down to one truth.  One standard.  And it is narrow.

· Read Matthew 7:13-14

Teaching Point

· The gate that leads to eternal life is called “narrow”.  This does not mean that it is difficult to become a Christian, but that there is only one way to live eternally with God and only a few who decide to walk that road.  Believing in Jesus is the only way to heaven, because he alone died for our sins and made us right before God.  Living His way may not be popular, but it is true and right.

Claim #8 – Jesus claimed that He loves you

John 15:9-17

· When do you feel most loved by God?
· When is it hard to accept His love?
· Do you tend to focus most of your time on doing for God, thinking about His commands, expressing your love to Him or receiving love from Him?
· What are some ways someone can practice letting God love them?
Encouraging Your Small Group To Take the Next Step
·  Jesus claimed a lot (way more than we have time for).  This week, spend some time reflecting on who Jesus said that He was and is.  I challenge you to do your own investigation.  Once you have a little glimpse, sit back and realize that Jesus, Son of God, loves you.  Words aren’t needed, just soak it in like you would a sunset or a walk on the beach.  Just take it in and know you are loved by the Savior.
Sharing and Prayer (sharing and prayer and holding one another accountable)







