______________Sr. High Core Groups
Leaders Guide


Jesus The Savior
Question 1 – Now that we’ve been in this core group for several weeks, think about the group and your experience as part of it.  Which answer best describes how you’re feeling?  Explain your answer

· It’s been really good.

· It’s better than I thought it was going to be

· It’s been good, but I expected something different.

· I’d rate it average at best

· I’d rather watch re-runs at home

· We are in a group?

· Other
Transitional Statement: It is not unusual for a Christian to say something powerful without full realizing the power behind the statement – something like “Jesus died for my sins.”

Dramatic Reading – It is a worthwhile experience to do something different from what you normally do in your small group and allow the amazing event of Jesus’ death affect your heart in a way that you may not have experienced before.  For the next several minutes, read the account of Jesus’ death aloud – like a play.  Have different people read the following roles:

· Narrator

· Jesus

· Pilate, the Roman governor

· Voice of various individuals

· Crowd – Everyone should read these lines.  They will be in BOLD
(The actual passages this is from come from John 18:1-14, 19-23, 28-40, 19:1-35)

Question 2 – As you read this event, what was most significant to you?  What words or phrases stood out?

Question 3 – What challenges you most in this event?
Question 4 – Why did Jesus stop Peter from trying to prevent His arrest (18:10-11)? Wouldn’t things have turned out better if Jesus could live longer to heal and teach more people?
Question 5 – Go back over the words of the crowd. (for example “Crucify Him!” and “We have no king but Caesar.”)  How do these reflect today’s common, human attitudes toward God.

Question 6 – The Gospel of John doesn’t give many details about the violence and agony Jesus endured.  Why do you suppose it’s not in there?

Question 7 – The last thing Jesus said was, “It is finished.”  What does this mean for you personally?  What is Jesus talking about, and why does it matter for you?  Don’t just give the Sunday school answer.  Really dig….what does this mean for you?

Question 8 – Why do you - not the person next to you, but you – need a savior?
Question 9 – Based on what you know about your non-Christian friends, how would tey respond to the idea that they need a savior to be right with God?  

Question 10 – What are some hurdles that make it difficult for your non-Christian friends to connect with God as their Savior?
Closing Statement – The event that moved Jesus from being just another religious leader to being the Savior of the world was His death on the cross.  It wasn’t an ordinary death; it was a death that served as payment for our sins.  A traditional way that Christians celebrate what Jesus did on the cross is by participating in communion, or the Lord’s Supper.

Lead in Communion

Prayer Requests and Pray
Dramatic Reading

Narrator – When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley.  On the other side of the valley was an olive grove that was a familiar place to Jesus and his disciples.  Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place and came to the grove, guiding a group of soldiers, officials, and Pharisees.  They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons.  Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, 

Jesus – Who is it you want?

Crowd – Jesus of Nazareth.

Jesus – I am he.

Narrator – Judas, the traitor, was standing there with them.   When Jesus said “I am He”, everyone drew back and fell to the ground.  Again he asked them,

Jesus – Who is it you want?

Crowd – Jesus of Nazareth

Jesus – I told you  that I am he.  If you are looking for me, then let these men go.  

Narrator – This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you gave me.”  Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear.  Jesus commanded Peter,

Jesus – Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?

Narrator – Then the soldiers arrested Jesus.  They bound him and brought him first to the high priest.  This high priest, Caiaphas, was the one who had advised the Jews that it would be good if one man died for the people.  The high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching.  

Jesus – I have spoken openly to the world.  I always taught in synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come together.  I said nothing in secret.  Why question me?  Ask those who heard me.  Surely they know what I said.

Narrator – When Jesus said this, one of he officials nearby struck him in the face.

Various – Is this the way you answer the high priest?

Jesus – If I said something wrong, testify as to what is wrong.  But if I spoke the truth, why did you strike me?

Narrator – Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness the Jews did not enter the palace; they wanted to be able to eat the Passover.  So Pilate came out to them and asked, 

Pilate – What charges are you bringing against this man?

Crowd – If he were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.

Pilate – Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.

Crowd – But we have no right to execute anyone.

Narrator – This happened so that the words Jesus had spoken indicating the kind of death he was going to die would be fulfilled.  Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, 

Pilate – Are you king of the Jews?

Jesus – Is that your own idea, or did others talk to you about me?

Pilate – Am I a Jew?  It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to me.  What is it you have done?

Jesus – My kingdom is not of this world.  If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews.  But now my kingdom is from another place.

Pilate – You are a king, then!

Jesus – You are right in saying I am a King.  In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.

Pilate – What is truth?

Narrator – Pilate asked.  With this he went out again to the Jews and said,

Pilate – I find no basis for a charge against him.  But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover.  Do you want me to release  “The king of the Jews”?

Narrator – They shouted back.

Crowd – No not him! Give us Barabbas!

Narrator – Now Barabbas had taken part in a rebellion.  Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.  The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head.  They clothed him in a purple robe and went up to him again and again saying, 

Crowd – Hail, king of the Jews

Narrator – They struck him in the face.  Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, 

Pilate – Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.

Narrator – When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, 

Pilate – Here is the man!

Narrator – As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, 

Crowd – Crucify! Crucify!

Narrator – But Pilate answered,

Pilate – You take him and crucify him.  As for me, I find no basis for a charge against him.

Crowd – We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.

Narrator – When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, and he went back inside the palace.

Pilate – Where do you come from?

Narrator – he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer.

Pilate – Do you refuse to speak to me?  Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?

Narrator – Jesus answered

Jesus – You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above.  Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.

Narrator – From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept shouting,

Crowd – If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar.  Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.

Narrator – When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha).  It was the day of preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth hour.

Pilate – Here is your king,

Narrator – Pilate said to the Jews.  But they shouted,

Crowd – Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!

Pilate – Shall I crucify your king?

Crowd – we have no king but Caesar.

Narrator – Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.  So the soldiers took charge of Jesus.  Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull.  Here they crucified him, and with him two others – one on each side and Jesus in the middle.  When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining.

Various – Let’s not tear it.  Let’s decide by lot who will get it.

Narrator – This happened that the Scripture might be fulfilled which said, “They divided my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.”

Narrator – Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, 

Jesus – Dear woman, here is you son,

Narrator – and to the disciple, 

Jesus – Here is your mother

Narrator – From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.  Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, 

Jesus – I am thirsty.

Narrator – A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips.  When he had received the drink, Jesus said, 

Jesus – It is finished.

Narrator – With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  Now it was the day of preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath.  Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down.  The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other.  But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs.  Instead, one of the solders pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water.  The man who saw it was given testimony, and his testimony is true.  He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe.  






