______________Sr. High Core Groups
Leaders Guide


Jesus The Servant
Question 1 – Share with the group about your favorite personal space.  This is the spot where you feel most comfortable, safe, and warm.  This could be your bedroom, a favorite chair in your house, a booth at a coffee shop, etc…

· What makes this space your favorite?
Question 2 – How would you feel if you had to give up your favorite space to someone in need?  In what ways, if any, would it be difficult to do?  Be honest – it is ok if it’s difficult, you are normal!
Transitional Statement:

Jesus didn’t come to earth to be served; he came to serve the world so we can be in relationship with God (Mark 10:45).  Jesus’ servanthood wasn’t comfortable, nice, or convenient.  It wasn’t the kind of service that gained him popularity – it led him to death.  Jesus’ servanthood was so radical that it was even misunderstood by his closest followers.  Jesus served to show us the full extent of his love.  It’s this kind of servanthood that we are called to imitate.   

Read John 13:1-17

1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.
2 And supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to God, 4 rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself. 5 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded. 6 Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, “Lord, are You washing my feet?” 
7 Jesus answered and said to him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will know after this.” 
8 Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet!” 
Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.” 
9 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!” 
10 Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.” 11 For He knew who would betray Him; therefore He said, “You are not all clean.” 
12 So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you. 16 Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.

Question 3 – Why is it sometimes difficult to serve and help others?

· Think about your own experiences – what keeps you from serving?

Question 4 – How do you think Jesus felt when he washed his disciples’ feet? Do you think it was difficult for him?
Question 5 – Peter was shocked that Jesus wanted to wash his feet.  Can you think of people in your life who’d be shocked by your desire to serve them?
Question 6 – What does this passage teach about leadership and positions of influence?  How is this contrary to the world’s understanding of power?

Question 7 – In verse 17, what’s the connection between knowledge and action?  Where does blessing come from?

Question 8 – Jesus said we should follow his example of service.  Practically speaking, what does this mean for you?  How can our core group better serve one another?  What is one way you can be more of a servant at home? At school?

Question 9 – In Jesus’ time, servants who washed feet were considered very lowly – after all, who wants to touch someone else’s stanky feet, much less wash off all the dirt and sweat on them.  Can you think of a modern act of service that would compare to washing feet?  How would you feel doing it?  Explain
Transitional Statement:

It can be difficult to serve on your own.  But service can become a lot easier when you’re serving with others and working together on a common task.
Question 10 – With this in mind, what is one practical way our core group can both serve and work together?  

On a piece of paper, begin a list of ideas.  

· Now pick one act of service from the list in which everyone wants to participate. Then set a date and make it happen.  Less talk, more rock.  Let’s practice what we preach.
Read Philippians 2:1-11

1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.   
5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Transitional Statement:

Like our society, the ancient world measured people by their social status, not their hearts.  If you were a servant, you were a nobody.  So when the New Testament writers said the Son of God took on the “form of a bondservant”, they meant to shock their readers.  It was like saying the world’s richest man had decided to work as a field laborer for minimum wage.  
Question 11 – How is the Philippians passage consistent with what we’ve learned in this session?
Read 1Corinthians 13:4-8

Question 12 – How does this passage help you understand what serving someone actually looks like?

Prayer Requests and Pray
Core Group Acts of Service Ideas
As a group, write out practical ways your Core Group can serve others.  You can always add to the list throughout other core group sessions as you come up with more ideas.







