______________Sr. High Core Groups
Leaders Guide


Jesus The Shepherd
Core Group Time

Opening Statement:

During this session, we are going to look at another description of Jesus: the Good Shepherd.  This could be a bit of a foreign term to most of us since so few people today have had experience with shepherding.  But when you understand what Jesus came to do (and what he wants to do in your life today) – and then learn what the shepherds job is- you’ll better understand and appreciate Jesus as Shepherd.

Question 1 – What is a shepherd’s primary role?
Question 2 – Why do sheep need a shepherd?

Question 3 – Thinking about what you’ve learned about a shepherd’s job, answer these questions…

· Who in your life cares for you, guides you, and looks out for your best interests?

· What is your relationship like with that person?

Transitional Statement

Jesus used the powerful image of a shepherd to describe himself because it strikes at the core of what people need most: to be included, wanted, known by name, protected, and guided – essentially to be cared for completely by a loving God.  God’s love is so wonderful because it connects to the deepest parts of who you are.  Jesus the Shepherd cares for you and wants to meet all your needs.

Have a student read John 10:1-5

Question 4 – This passage highlights the need for direction and guidance from a shepherd.  Do you feel like you follow Jesus?
Question 5 – What are some things in your life that keep you from following Jesus as shepherd?
Question 6 – In these verses, the sheep run from the stranger because they do not recognize his voice.  What does this mean for people following Jesus as their shepherd?

Question 7 – For you personally, what does it mean to know the voice of Jesus?

How can you tell the difference between the shepherd’s voice and a stranger’s (or thief’s)?

Have a student read John 10:6-10

Question 8 – Why do you think Jesus first calls himself the shepherd (vs 1-5) and then the gate?

Question 9 – These verses highlight the need for protection from thieves.  What is the difference between the thief and Jesus?
· Have you experienced these differences in your own life?

Question 10 – Jesus said that he came to give us life in all its fullness (vs 10).  What is the difference between a life before Jesus entered it and a life of fullness following him?

· Do you feel like you are experiencing life in all its fullness?  If not, why not?

Have a student read John 10:11-18

Question 11 – Jesus introduces a new character: the “hired hand”.  What is the main difference between the shepherd and the hired hand?

Question 12 – In this passage, what two things does the Good Shepherd do for his sheep?  Why are they significant?

Question 13 – These three passages put together (John 10:1-18) highlight three different needs we all share:

· The need for direction and purpose

· The need for protection from harm

· The need to know God better

Which of these three is currently your biggest need?

Question 14 – How might it change our youth group (or even core group) if each person in our group were to care for (shepherd) younger students at Calvary Chapel Gilroy?  How would this serve others?

Question 15 – What is so attractive about Jesus as Shepherd?  Make a list

Question 16 – Name some of your non-Christian friends’ needs that Jesus (as shepherd) could meet.
Question 17 – How might you communicate the connection between your list and their needs?

In Closing:

· Have someone read Psalm 23 out loud.

· Now have a different person read it aloud.  This time write down any words that strike you as important.

· Based on what you’ve learned in this session and what you heard during the readings of Psalm 23, as a group paraphrase Psalm 23 (using as much of your own vocabulary as possible.)

· Write it below

· Close your time together by praying and thanking God for the specific ways he shepherds you.

Core Group Psalm 23

