______________Sr. High Core Groups
Leaders Guide


Jesus The Teacher
Core Group Time

Opening Statement:

As we study the life of Jesus, we’ll notice that people express their first impression of Jesus in different ways.  Some were amazed, some afraid, some mad, some confused.  You are going to form your own impressions of Jesus as you continue to learn more about Him.  

Question 1 – Who is one of your current heroes?  Why?

Question 2 – On a scale of 1-10, how much do you think you know about Jesus?

1 being nothing, 10 being more than Pastor Matt.

Read Mark 1:14-28

14 Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”

   
16 And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 17 Then Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” 18 They immediately left their nets and followed Him. 
19 When He had gone a little farther from there, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the boat mending their nets. 20 And immediately He called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went after Him.
 
21 Then they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue and taught. 22 And they were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 
23 Now there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24 saying, “Let us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know who You are—the Holy One of God!” 
25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet, and come out of him!” 26 And when the unclean spirit had convulsed him and cried out with a loud voice, he came out of him. 27 Then they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? What new doctrine is this? For with authority He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him.” 28 And immediately His fame spread throughout all the region around Galilee.
Question 3 – According to this passage, what is Jesus teaching?
Question 4 – In your opinion, what is the difference between “repenting” and “believing the good news”

Question 5 – According to this passage, what did Jesus do to demonstrate His authority?

Question 6 – Why is authority important for a teacher? What happens when a teacher lacks authority?
We don’t have the opportunity to do what the first disciples did and follow Jesus around as He taught and cared for people.  But you do have the privilege of putting Jesus’ teachings into action.  One of the major themes of Jesus’ life was service.  Jesus said, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give hi life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45

Each session you will be given an opportunity to think about service (or ministry), discuss it, or act on it.  You’ll find that, by serving, you’ll be closer to Jesus than ever before.

In Mark 1, Jesus not only taught, but he also ministered to the man possessed by an evil spirit.  As you continue to study Jesus, you’ll see that as He taught He also served and cared for the needs of others.  What needs do you think Jesus-and you- would see if you walked through the following environments in your own life.

PASS OUT NEEDS PAPER

List a few needs under each section

Your City

Your Campus

Your Home

After you give them a couple minutes to write some things down…

Tell the students: Underline one of the needs you just wrote down; that is the need you need to try and meet this week.  Tell us what you’ve underlined.  (It doesn’t need to be newsworthy.  You don’t need to build a house or anything).  It is not about making the front page, it is about developing a heart for serving others, like Jesus. 

Next week, we will come back and talk about what you did, what you learned, how you felt, etc…

When Jesus called his disciples away from the fishing boat, he said he would make them fishers of men.  He used their profession, what they already knew how to do, and connected it with evangelism. 

Question 7 – In the same way, what could you envision Jesus using in your life – a hobby, sports team, etc? Where are you involved with others? How might Jesus connect your interests to evangelism?

According to the scripture, when Jesus called the fishermen to become his followers, they left “immediately”.  Those are words that describe a powerful response to a personal call.  

Question 8 – What phrase best describes your reaction to following Jesus and His ways?  

· I, too, followed immediately

· I asked a lot of questions before I left my old ways to follow Jesus

· I haven’t left my old ways yet

· Jesus who?

· I followed Jesus because others followed

· I followed Jesus when I was younger, but have now returned to my old ways

· Other:

Question 9 – Take a minute of silence to really think about what you would do if Jesus looked you in the eyes and said, “follow me”.  Share your response.
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